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IN THE Cr-AIMS 

Flcase amend the claims to be in the fomi as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of exaniiiiing a record carrier lor the presence of a 
defect comprising 

following a track to be examined euid monitoring the a resulting tracking signal; and 
rating Uic examined recowling track for the presence ofmedia defects on the basis of 
characteristics of the resulting tracking sl&aalLsM 

dct>;rmimna if recordint; s houl H he discontinued based on the ratinR indic atins that the 




re!; ultin^ rLConjitiQ track conta ins defects . 

Claim 2 (original): A metliod as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the examined recording track is 
rated as being defective if the absolute value ot the trdcking signal has a vsilue wiiich exceeds a 
predetermined signal threshold for a predetemiined period of time or longer. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): A mcdiod as claimed in Claim 2, wherein the tracking signal 
has a nominal signal value of zero which corresponds to the center of a track, and has a 
maximum value which corresponds to a maximum lateral deviation with respect to the center of 
a track, and wherein a level of a preselected fraction of said maximum value is chosen as the 
predetermined signal tlucshold- 

Claim 4 (previously piescnicd): A method as claimed in Claim 2, wherein said predelennincd 
period of time lies in a range ihmi approximately 50 lis to approximately 75 US. 

Claim 5 (eunenlly amended): A method of examining as iu Claim 1 wherein the record ^ 
record carrier fi^ is examined for the presence of spot defects, the method comprising: 

a) examining Ihu integrity of predetemiiiied test tracks of the record carrier; 

b) examining the integrity of tracks adiacent the relevant test track each time lhal 
upon the examination a test track appears to be defective, in order to determine i 
this way the number of tracks affeclcd by tlie sama .spt)i delect; 

c) cntermg the relevant tracks in a defect list each time that the number Uius 

Serial NTn. 09/787,096 2 




PAGE 6119 « RCVD AT 12«f2005 1 1 :47:26 PM [Eastern Standard Timel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF.6/25 * DNI8:2738300 « CSID:5853819983 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-32 



qeC-9t2005 11:43P FROM: James D, Leimbach, R 5853819983 



TO: 15712738300 



P:7^19 



delcrmined in the step (b) is greater than a predetemiiacd Uireshnld value; 
d) yloring the defect list in a memory. 
Claim 6 (currcnily amended): A meihod as g laini e d claiined in Claim 5, wherein a 
predetennined number or lrack.s between successive test tracks is skipped. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Cliiim 5, wherein the defect libl is 
recurJed on tlic examined record carrier. 

Claim 8 (previously presented); A meihod of recording information on a record carrier of the 
type having a muhitiidc of concentric subst^mtiaily circular recording tracks, Iht; method 
comprising: 

first providing, in an examination pha^e, a defect list of tracks aflfected by a 
comparatively large spot defect by means of a method as claimed in Claim 6; 
subsctjucnlly recording infoniiation on the disc in a recording phase wliilc 
reference is made to said defect list, the recording tracks included in said defect 
list being skipped in ihe recording process. 

Claim 9 (cun ently amended): A metliod of examining of Claim 1 wherein the record carrier fl-) 
is examined for the prcsc^nce of spot defects, comprising: 

a) examining the integrity of predetermined test tracks of the record carrier; 

b) entering the relevant tracks in a primm^ defect list each time that upon the 
examination of a test trjick it appears to be defective, and entering tracks situated 
in a suspect area al opposite sides of the relevant test track in an alarm list; 

c) storing die primary defect list and the alarni list in a memory. 

Claim 1 0 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Claim 9, wherein a predetermined 
number of tracks between successive lesl tracks is skipped, and wherein each suspect area 
always extends from the relevant test track to the directly pn:ceding mA the directly following 
test track, respectively. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A method of recording information on a record carrier of die 
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type having a multitude of w>ncentfic substantially circular recording tracks, the method 
comprising: 

lifst providiiie* ill ^ primary examination pliase, a primary ddVcl list of test tracks 
having a defect and, optionally, uii alarm list of tracks situaled in a suspect area at 
opposite sides of the relevant tesl iracks, by means ofa method as claimed in b 
Claim 10; 

subsequently recordmg informaiion on the disc in a recortling phase while 
reference is made lo said primary detect list and said optional alarm list, the 
recording tracks included in said primary defect lisl as wcU as the tracks situated 
in a suspect area at opposite sides of the relevuTil tesl tracks being skipped in the 
recording process; 

subsequently examining the integrity of the tracks in said suspect areas in a 
secondary examination phase, in order to dctemiine in this way die number of 
tracks affected by the same spot defect; 

entering the relevant tracks m a secondary delect list each time that the number 
thus determined is greater than a predetermined threshold value. 

Claim 12 (previously presenLcd): A mctliod as claimed in Claim 1 1 , wherein tile secondary 
defect list is recorded on the examined record carrier. 

Claim 1 3 (currently amended): A method of recording iniurmation on a record carrier ( B> 
comprising: 

monitoring a recording track tu provide a rating of defects contained on Ihc track and 
based on tfee a resulting trucking signal in dicatiim tha t the track contains a defect, determining 
whctticr the recording process is to be continued or discontinued. 

Claim 1 4 (original): A method as claimed m Clain^ 1 3, wherein the recording process is 
discontinued if the absolute value, of the tracking signal appears to have a value which exceeds a 
predetermined signal threshold for a predclcrtnmcd period of time or longer. 

Claim 1 5 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Ciami 1 4, wherein the tracking signal 
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ha£> a nominal signal value of zero which corresponds to the center of a Irack, and has a 
rnaximunn value wliich c<?rrcspoxids lo a maximum lateral deviation wilh respect to the center of 
a track, and wherein a level of a preselected fraction of said maximtim value is adopted af; the 
predetermined signal threshold. 

C^IaiiTi 1 6 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Claim 15, wherein said predetermined 
period of time lies in a range from approximately 50 ^is U) approximately 75 jLis- 

Claim 17 (previoasly presented): A recording device suitable for the recording of iiiibnnaiion, 
particularly real time video or audio, on a rcct)rd carrier of the type comprising a multitude of 
concentric subst^uitially circular recordinij tracks, particularly an optical disc, which recording 
device comprises: 

a control unit; 

a write/rend unit adapted lo aim a laser beam at a track of a record crirrier under 
control of the control unit and to receive laser light reflected from the disc, and 
further adapted to supply a tracking signal to the contn)! unit, which tracking signal 
has been determined on the basis of the reflected laser light; 
wherein the control unit is adapted to carry out the method as claimed in Claim 16. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Claim 2, wherein the tracking signal 
has a nominal signal value of zero wliich con-csponds to the center ofa tnick, and has a 
maximum value which corresponds to a maximum lateral deviation vAth respect to the center of 
a track, and wherei n a level of a preselected fraction of said maximum value is chosen as tlic 
predetermined signal threshold is equal in approximately 0,5. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): A method as claimed in Claim 2, wherein said predetermined 
period of time is approximately 60 |is. 

Claim 20 (previously presented): A method as Claimed in Claim 5, wherein approximately 50 
tracks between successive test tracks are skipped. 
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Claim 21 (previously presented): A method 35 claimed in ClaSm 14, wherein the tracking signal 
has a nominal signal value; t)l'/:en> which corresponds to the center of a track, and has n 
maximum value which corresponds to a maxhnum lateral deviation with respect to the center of 
a Irack, and wherein a level of a preselected fraction of said maximum value is adopted as signal 
threshold, which preselected fraction is approximately 2/3. 

Claim 22 (previously prescoted); A method as claimed in Claim 15, wherein said predetermined 
period uf lirnc is appTOximalely 60 \is. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): A melhod ofcxaminini^ a record carrier for Ihe presence of a 
detect comprising: 

monitoring a track to he examined and generating a tr^icking signal from the track that is 
monitored; 

rating the track for the presence of spot defects based on characteristics of tlic tracking 

signal; 

entering the track into a defect list if die U'ack it appeals to be defective; and 
creating a suspect area list for other tracks at opposite sides of the track if the track 
appears to be defective. 
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